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Probably long before it could be proved to even the
most intelligent child that habits of neatness, accuracy,
&c., &c., pay, he has gained the desire for them because of
his environment. Hence the enormous value of bringing
a child up in a world of happy belief in and practice of the
social virtues.
Again and again as one considers the education of chil-
dren, it becomes apparent that the best method is to put
them in the right environment and give them every help and
encouragement to educate themselves—their senses, their
native intelligence, their natural endowments, their desire to
have the love and approval of their elders and companions;
the ease with which children will feel, think and act as their
elders, will surely make the process easy.
As a summary to this chapter it may interest the reader
to look at these facts from a new angle and to consider rules
for the making and testing of good habits and the breaking
of bad from the point of view of the school, and the appli-
cation of these conditions to the formation of general
habits or attitudes of mind.
suggestions for habit-making in school
 (a)	Whenever possible, wait for the habit to originate
in a felt need and then, as better adaptations are needed,
i.e. more accurate motor mechanisms, give the child every
help in acquiring them.
 (b)	Get all the help you can from the child himself,
remembering above all things that what brings him satis-
faction he tends to repeat, what brings pain he tends to
escape and forget.   In this connexion remember his idea
of causation is not necessarily yours:   if he thinks you
praised him because his answer was like that in the book,
and if he loves or fears you, he will, even in undesirable
ways, try to achieve right answers.
 (c)	Since the pleasurable is repeated and the painful re-

